2018 Harrison Tweed Nomination Form

Name of Bar Association Nominated: Suffolk County Bar Association
Nominated Bar Address: 560 Wheeler Rd

Nominated Bar City/State/Zip Code: Islandia, New York 11749
Nominated Bar Telephone/Fax: 631 234-8585 / 631 234-8702
Nominated Bar Executive Director: 560 Wheeler Rd

Size of Nominated Bar Association: 2,700

Nominated Bar Email: scha@scba.org

President: Patricia M. Meisenheimer

President Address: 1050 Old Nichols Rd Suite 200
President City/State/Zip Code: Islandia, New York 11749
President Telephone/Fax: 631 234-8585 / 631 234-8702
President Email: pmeisenheimer@margolinbesunder.com

President-Elect: Justin M. Block

President-Elect Address: 267 Carleton Ave Suite 301
President-Elect City/State/Zip Code: Central Islip, New York 11722
President-Elect Telephone/Fax: 631 650-1200 / 631 650-1207
President-Elect Email: jblock@smklaw.net

Brief Description of Activity (limited to 500 characters): The Suffolk County Bar Association
(SCBA) partners with Nassau Suffolk Law Services to sponsor the Suffolk Pro Bono Project with
the goal of increasing the availability of civil legal services to Suffolk County's poor and disabled
population in a variety of practice areas. Through the SCBA's pro bono efforts and programs,
hundreds of disabled people and disadvantaged families receive free legal information and
services every year.

Person w/ most specific information First and Last Name: Maria Dosso

Person w/ most specific information Organization: Nassau Suffolk Law Services
Person w/ most specific information Address: 1757 Veterans Hwy Suite 50

Person w/ most specific information City/State/Zip Code: Islandia, New York 11749
Person w/ most specific information Telephone/Fax: 631 232-2400 x 3369 / 631 232-2489
Person w/ most specific information Email: mdosso@nsls.legal

Nominator First and Last Name: Maria Dosso

Nominator Organization: Nassau Suffolk Law Services
Nominator Address: 1757 Veterans Hwy Suite 50

Nominator City/State/Zip Code: Islandia, New York 11749
Nominator Telephone/Fax: 631 232-2400 x 3369 / 631 232-2489
Nominator Email: mdosso@nsls.legal



NOMINATION NARRATIVE- The Suffolk County Bar Association

Nassau Suffolk Law Services is proud to nominate our valued pro bono partner, the
Suffolk County Bar Association, for the ABA’s esteemed Harrison Tweed Award.

In 1980, the Suffolk County Bar Association (SCBA) was one of the first local bar
associations in New York to commit to a pro bono effort in its community. The SCBA
began its collaboration with Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. (NSLS) to
form The Suffolk Pro Bono Project, a nationally lauded program. This strong partnership
depends on the active, voluntary involvement of the SCBA and its members working
together with NSLS, the Legal Services Corporation (LSC)-funded civil legal services
agency that serves Long Island. The Suffolk Pro Bono Project (PBP) is administered by
NSLS, with the loyal support of the SCBA and the Suffolk County Bar Pro Bono
Foundation, the charitable arm of the SCBA, providing the PBP with financial support,
consultation, and oversight of its pro bono efforts.

The primary goal of the Suffolk Pro Bono Project is to increase the availability of
legal services to Long Island=s poor and disabled population in a variety of substantive
civil law areas, including bankruptcy, consumer law, education, family and matrimonial
law, disability law, guardianships, and wills and estates. These goals and case priorities
are regularly discussed between NSLS and SCBA leaders to confirm that unmet needs
are identified. Together with the expertise of the private bar and the NSLS staff of
poverty law specialists, a broad range of legal services is delivered to thousands of
disabled and disadvantaged people in the Suffolk community every year.

Enduring Pro Bono Services

In the area of Matrimonial law, indigent litigants and victims of domestic
violence have relied on volunteer attorneys since the Suffolk Pro Bono Project’s
inception, especially because there are effectively no other free legal services
alternatives in this practice area. The SCBA has consistently supported pro bono
efforts to provide counsel to matrimonial litigants in Suffolk County. With over 100
applications for assistance every month, and Suffolk County having one of the busiest
matrimonial calendars in New York, the importance of SCBA’s involvement and
supportive efforts cannot be underrated. SCBA members with extensive matrimonial
experience have lent support to the PBP’s Matrimonial Clinics. The pro bono
attorneys screened cases and used their professional contacts to place cases at a time
when the PBP was experiencing serious backlogs and long waiting lists for services.
The SCBA’s Academy of Law, recognizing this gap in services and the demand for
pro bono divorce attorneys, has assisted in recruitment efforts by agreeing to co-
sponsor Matrimonial Boot Camps and other SCBA-sponsored family law seminars,
generously offering free tuition and CLE credit to attorneys who volunteer to accept a
pro bono case from the Project.

In 1990, the Pro Bono Bankruptcy Clinic was launched due in great part to SCBA
leader, Rick Stern. The bi-monthly clinics are held at the Islandia offices of NSLS where a
panel of volunteer attorneys meet, screen, and evaluate the low income applicants for pro
bono bankruptcy representation. This clinic model has been a critical pro bono service



throughout the years, especially given the dearth of free bankruptcy legal services. Mr. Stern
received the New York State Bar Association President=s Pro Bono Service Award in 1992
and again in 1996 for his outstanding commitment to the Clinic which continues to the
present day.

Over time, with changing economic demands and demographics, the SCBA
has stepped up to support and help spearhead several initiatives intended to respond
to the need for legal assistance and to promote the pro bono ideal to its membership.

Special Projects

Foreclosure Settlement Conference Project: In 2008, as the mortgage crisis began to peak,
Suffolk County ranked first in the number of New York foreclosure cases filed. In the
absence of dedicated foreclosure funding at the time, the SCBA had the foresight to create a
pro bono Foreclosure Settlement Conference Project with the support and cooperation of
Touro Law School and the Suffolk Courts to serve the thousands of families facing
foreclosure. Bar leader, Barry Smolowitz, utilized his technology skills to produce an online
Case Management System, appropriately called FAST ( Foreclosure Appointment Status
Tracker). The system allowed volunteer lawyers to see the scheduled pro bono cases that
were referred by the court and to assign themselves to a case, thus creating a confidential
automated system. All of the files, documents, and notes for a case were scanned or entered
into the system electronically. The system also allowed attorneys access to all forms and case
law. Although automated, Smolowitz spent hundreds of pro bono hours setting up the clinics,
recruiting pro bono attorneys, designing the technology and supervising law students from
Touro Law School. This outstanding program operated successfully for several years
partnering with the PBP, until state Foreclosure funding became available enabling NSLS to
take over full administration of the project. Mr. Smolowitz was recognized with the
President’s Pro Bono Service Award by the New York State Bar Association in 2012 for his
access to justice efforts.

Volunteers for Vets was a series of outreach events hosted by the Suffolk County
Bar Association, created to serve veterans by providing free consultations and
referrals on a variety of legal matters. (See attached World of Pro Bono Legal
Services). The event was sponsored on several occasions and attracted between 60-
70 attorney volunteers each time, exceeding expectations. Suffolk veterans service
agencies and veterans attended to take advantage of this free service. The outpouring
of support from the Bar and the expressions of gratitude from the veterans
encouraged similar events to follow.

17A Guardianship Project This limited scope project was started in 2018 to provide
pro se assistance to disabled petitioners and their caretakers assisting them in
completing their guardianship petitions and guiding them with the process. NSLS
launched this initiative with the full support of the SCBA who hosted a Guardianship
CLE with free tuition to those attorneys who volunteered to help. This effort is now
well underway and serving many severely disabled adult children and their families.




SSI/SSD Application Project Responding to the many requests for assistance by
people with disabilities and their community advocates, this project was recently
launched. It provides legal guidance and direct assistance to clients in the application
stage of disability benefits with the goal of improving the quality of the applications
and thereby advancing the prospects for successful applications. The SCBA actively
publicizes the program and sponsors the CLE sessions with free tuition to attendees
who agree to participate as volunteers in the program.

Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief The SCBA joined forces with Touro Law School
soon after Hurricane Sandy devastated thousands of Long Island homes (see attached
SCBA & Touro to hold Pro Bono Legal Clinics). Within three days of the storm’s
aftermath, a local hotline was set up to answer questions. The SCBA hosted pro bono
clinics which were held to assist disaster victims, offering free legal advice and
guidance on disaster law, landlord tenant, FEMA claims, unemployment insurance,
etc.

Child Support Project Several years ago the District Administrative Judge, C.
Randall Hinrichs, explored the possibility of providing a pro bono service to child
support litigants. He engaged the involvement of SCBA members who actively
participated in all the planning meetings. The Child Support Self Help Project
continues to this day, with a strong foundation of support from the SCBA and the
judiciary.

Justice for All Project New York State was one of seven states to receive a grant from the
National Center for State Courts (NCSC) and supported by the Public Welfare Foundation to
develop a strategic action plan that would provide effective assistance to 100% of low-
income New Yorkers in matters involving the essentials of life. Impressed with the
involvement and collaboration between community agencies, judiciary, legal service and the
SCBA, the NYS Permanent Commission on Access to Justice chose Suffolk County to pilot
the local strategy approach which is engaging local stakeholders and generating local
solutions. The SCBA was invited to take a leadership role on the planning committees and
continues to be actively involved in this pioneering initiative and its implementation.

Staffing

The SCBA receives no dedicated funding to assist in pro bono programs but
nevertheless works in partnership with NSLS which employs a Director of Communications
and Volunteer Services to coordinate pro bono efforts. The SCBA Executive Director, Jane
LaCova devotes her time to organizing bimonthly Pro Bono Foundation meetings, to liaison
with the Executive Board regarding pro bono initiatives, and coordinating and publicizing
special pro bono events (pro bono recognition events, Veterans Fair, clinics, etc.)

Recruitment
In addition to web-based pro bono enrollment, facilitated through their website, the

SCBA regularly makes pro bono recruitment presentations a part of CLE events and
committee meetings. Pro bono recruitment begins when new members join the SCBA



with a packet of information about pro bono opportunities.

Pro Bono Recognition Nominations and awards for outstanding pro bono attorney
involvement are publicized in SCBA’s Suffolk Lawyer every month. Annual recognition
events are hosted at the SCBA to honor and encourage pro bono attorneys who selflessly
serve the community. (reprint from The Suffolk Lawyer, A Pro Bono Celebration).

Financial Support For purposes of staff education and program development, one of
NSLS’ pro bono staff attends the annual ABA-sponsored Equal Justice Conference
every year which is generously underwritten by the SCBA. The conference has
consistently proved to be extremely informative and valuable to pro bono staff,
particularly in the role of technology, networking, and as a forum for gathering ideas
and problem solving. The SCBA also extends its CLE programs at half price to
NSLS staff and produces pro bono recruitment brochures.

Training Support The SCBA generously offers free training videos, audio, and
written materials on specific legal topics, to pro bono attorneys. For experienced
attorneys, who require training in order to participate in pro bono, the SCBA offers
live trainings and training videos to re-train pro bono attorneys in the relevant
practice areas and on working with indigent clients. Furthermore, the SCBA provides
vouchers for free Academy of Law seminars for CLE credit awarded to an attorney
who concludes a case for PBP.

Promoting a Pro Bono Culture The pro bono mission is an integral part of the
SCBA’s structure. It is exemplified in so many ways, with programs, public relations and
SCBA'’s own policies. In order to encourage pro bono, the SCBA instituted a policy over
25 years ago requiring all SCBA future officers to serve as Chair of the SCBA Pro Bono
Foundation. The tradition has enabled future SCBA Presidents to experience the issues
involved working with low income and disabled clients while gaining firsthand
knowledge of NSLS’s work. The model was so successful that the New York State Bar
Association adopted this policy as well.

At every level, the SCBA promotes the pro bono spirit. Patricia Meisenheimer,
SCBA President, recently authored an inspiring piece on the front page of The Suffolk
Lawyer, extolling the virtues of pro bono and a volunteer mentality. (See Spirit of the
Holidays). The article leaves no doubt that the SCBA’s volunteer commitment is more
that just skin deep.

The SCBA’s community involvement is not just limited to pro bono programs. It has
worked closely with our local judiciary over the years to insure that low income litigants
have access to the courts. One example of this collaboration is the Suffolk County
Children’s Center, co-sponsored by the SCBA as a means of providing free daycare in the
courts for litigants who would otherwise have difficulties accessing court proceedings due to
a lack of child care (see Suffolk Bar Association Hosts 3" Annual Cohalan for Kids). The
SCBA also supports local students by coordinating mock trial tournaments in Suffolk County
high schools. These annual tournaments are judged by SCBA members and give the students
a valuable educational experience (see attached Newsday article, The Bayshore Team...).



Over the years, the American Bar Association, the New York State Bar Association,
and the National Association of Pro Bono Professionals have all recognized the Suffolk Pro
Bono Project for its innovations in the recruitment, retention, and recognition of volunteer
attorneys, and the scope and quality of its client services. Along with state and local pro bono
award recognition of many individual SCBA members, other awards were presented to the
SCBA for its community service including: The Liberty & Justice Community Award from
Touro Law Center in 2018, the Long Island Hispanic Bar Association in 2015, the Amistad
Long Island Black Bar Association in October 2016 and the Cohalan Cares for Kids in
March 2018.

For all of the impressive pro bono work and the unwavering volunteer spirit of the
SCBA'’s generous membership, Nassau Suffolk Law Services enthusiastically nominates
the Suffolk County Bar Association as a most deserving recipient of the 2018 Harrison
Tweed Award.
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